Letter from Clement of Rome to the Corinthians

We thought it appropriate to present the complete text of what is known as “Clement of Rome's Letter to the Corinthians” or “1
Clement,” as it is an important document for understanding early Christianity. In the book Antioch and Rome: Cradles of
Christianity, of which we have provided a detailed summary, R.E. Brown presents this letter as a key document for
understanding the Church of Rome at the end of the first century. Before giving the full text of this letter, the original Greek
and its English translation by J.B. Lightfoot, let us provide some information about this document.

The Manuscripts

The oldest and most important manuscript containing this letter is the Codex Alexandrinus, dated to the period 400-440, and
preserved in the British Museum in London. The fourth volume of this manuscript contains the New Testament, as well as 1
Clement and 2 Clement (a homily addressed to the Corinthian presbyters following 1 Clement). Unfortunately, 31 leaves have
been lost, so that chapters 56:6-58:4 of 1 Clement and the end of 2 Clement from chapter 12:5 onwards are missing. To fill in
the gaps, the Hierosolymitanus codex, dated 1056, discovered in Constantinople in 1873 and currently in Jerusalem, is used. It
contains not only 1 and 2 Clement, but also the Didache, the Epistle of Barnabas, the long version of the letters of Ignatius of
Antioch, and a list of the books of the Hebrew Bible.

Translations of the Greek text into other languages are also important witnesses. First, there is a Latin version, the Codex
Florinensis, dated to the end of the 9th century, but which appears to be a copy of a translation made between 150 and 230.
There is also a Syriac version, produced in Edessa and completed in 1481. Finally, there is a Sahidic Coptic version, discovered
in Sohag, Egypt, in the 18th century, which dates from the late 4th century.

The Author

The author does not identify himself. At the beginning of the letter, he writes: “The Church of God which is in Rome, to the
Church of God which is in Corinth,” and the copy we have ends with: “Epistle of the Romans to the Corinthians,” undoubtedly
the work of a scribe. The name “Clement” first appears in the writings of the pastor of Hermas in his book: Visions 2, 4, 3,
written in Rome (in part, around 100-120): "Thou shalt therefore write two little books, and shalt send one to Clement, and
one to Grapte. So Clement shall send to the foreign cities, for this is his duty”; thus, a man named Clement had the task of
sending writings concerning the Church to other cities. But it is Eusebius of Caesarea, in his Church History (4, 23, 11), who
gives us the clearest information. Referring to a letter from Dionysius, bishop of Corinth (the Church that received 1 Clement),
which he sent to the Romans (around the year 170) and addressed to Soter, their bishop, Eusebius tells us: "Dionysius, in this
same letter, speaks of Clement's epistle to the Corinthians; he shows that, for a long time, it had been the ancient custom to
read it in the assembly of the faithful.” Thus, the author is clearly identified as a certain Clement. Finally, a decade later,
Irenaeus of Lyon (122-202), in his book Against Heresies (3, 3, 3), writes: “At the time of Clement... the Church of Rome sent a
very powerful letter to the Corinthians.” Among biblical scholars, there is no longer any doubt that the author's name is
Clement. But who exactly is he?

The most widely accepted hypothesis today is that he was a freedman of a nobleman named Titus Flavius Clemens, and
therefore took the name of the house where he had been a slave. Some biblical scholars have suggested that Clement was of
Jewish origin, as the letter to the Romans shows a good knowledge of the Old Testament. But we forget that Christians of
pagan origin often reflected the Christianity of the Jews who had converted them. A pagan from such a Christian background
could very well have used Jewish traditions throughout his work and nevertheless written the Greek of 1 Clement, which is
more elegant than that of 1 Peter, and display the Hellenistic and Stoic patterns of thought found therein. Certainly, the names
of the messengers sent to Corinth with 1 Clement (65:1: Claudius Ephebus, Valerius Vito, Fortunatus) suggest that Christians
of pagan origin were strongly present among Roman Christians. This seems to have been the case for a long time, since 63:3
indicates that these men had been part of the Christian community since their youth.

Can we say more about Clement? Irenaeus, in his book Against Heresies (3:3:3), writes: "The blessed apostles entrusted the
office of bishop to Linus, whom Paul mentions in his epistles to Timothy (2 Tim 4:21). Anacletus succeeded him. After him,
third in line from the apostles, the episcopate fell to Clement.” Based on this note, many have seen Clement as the fourth pope,
after Peter, Linus, and Anacletus. But Irenaeus confuses the structure of the Church in his time with that which preceded it.
First of all, there is no indication that Peter was bishop of Rome; he seems to have stayed in Rome only a short time before his
martyrdom and was known only as an apostle. Furthermore, the triple order of a single bishop, with subordinate presbyters
and deacons, was not in place in Rome at the end of the first century; on the contrary, the double order of presbyter-bishops
and deacons, attested a decade earlier in 1 Peter 5:1-5, was still in force. Indeed, the fact that Ignatius (c. 110) did not mention
the single bishop in his letter to the Romans (a very important theme in his other letters) and the usage of Hermas, who speaks
of several presbyters (Visions 2:4, 2) and bishops (Similitudes 9:27:2), make it likely that the single bishop structure did not
arrive in Rome until around 140-150. Also, Clement of Rome, as Hermas suggests (Visions 2:4:2-3), may have been one of the
members of the college of presbyter-bishops who had the specific task of writing letters to other churches on behalf of the
Roman presbyter-bishops. Thus, the letter 1 Clement may have been sent by the collective Roman presbyterate of overseers
and written by the hand of its secretary, a priest-bishop.

If the papacy did not exist at the time, what then authorized the Church of Rome to write to the Corinthians, especially when it
contained a rebuke? Any Christian community could have the right, in Christ, to correct another community, but in fact, Rome
seems to have exercised this right more frequently than any other Church at the time and seems to have considered that such
exercise was expected. Why? It is possible that the Church in the capital of the empire felt responsible for Christianity
throughout the empire. But it is more likely that the place of martyrdom of the apostles Peter and Paul played a decisive role.



And Corinth was a church founded by Paul. Rome would therefore have written to other churches and taught them because it
considered itself the heir to the pastoral office of Peter and Paul. Thus Ignatius of Antioch (Letter to the Romans 3:1) finds it
normal to write: “You have taught others,” and Bishop Dionysius of Corinth evokes all the good that Rome has done for “many
churches in every city” (Eusebius, Church History 4:23:10-11).

Date

As usual, there is no date on this letter. But we are given a clue at the beginning of the letter when the author mentions “the
sudden and repeated calamities and reverses which are befalling us” (1:1). This is most likely a reference to the persecutions
suffered by Christians. But what persecutions are we talking about? It is virtually impossible that they refer to Nero's
persecutions (64-68), during which Peter and Paul were martyred around the year 67. For in chapters 42 and 44, Clement
speaks of the apostles as a past generation. Furthermore, he describes the Church of Corinth (founded around the year 50) as
“ancient” (47:6), which presupposes more than one generation. At the same time, it cannot refer to persecutions in the 2nd
century, because the author still speaks of Peter and Paul as having “fought in the days that are closest to us” (5:1), and of the
multitude of Nero's martyrs as having suffered “among us.” We are therefore referred to the last years of Emperor Domitian
(81-96), a persecution that also seems to be evoked in the Book of Revelation when it describes Rome as a prostitute “drunk
with the blood of the saints and the blood of the martyrs of Jesus” (Rev 17:6). For these reasons, Clement's first epistle is dated
to around 96, just after the end of the persecution.

Situation

What prompted this letter? Clement gives us some clues when he writes that his attention is now turning to "the disputes
among you, to this unacceptable and inappropriate sedition among God's chosen people, which is detestable and ungodly, and
which a small number of reckless and insolent leaders have ignited and brought to such a degree of madness that your revered
name, glorious and beloved by all, is greatly discredited" (1:1). Thus, a schism had appeared in the Corinthian community,
tarnishing its reputation. And this schism is more serious than the conflicts that took place almost 50 years earlier and which
Paul mentions in his first epistle to the Corinthians (1-4), for there was a revolt in the Church of Corinth “against its elders
because of one or two individuals” (47:6). Thus, it seems that Christians in Corinth had removed from their liturgical functions
certain elders whose character was irreproachable (44:6; 47:6). What could have been the source of such an action? We can
only speculate that perhaps a more radical group in Corinth, with a more charismatic tendency, claimed to be the true heir of
Paul.

But for Clement, moderate Roman Christianity was the true heir of Paul, for he was an apostle who had died “among us” (6:1).
Moreover, according to him, the apostles foresaw that there might be a dispute over the dignity of the episcopate (44:1), and
therefore laid down the rule that after their death other proven men should succeed to their ministry (44:2), and these in turn
would hand over the office to other eminent figures, with the approval of the whole Church (44:3); this is the rule of apostolic
succession. It would therefore not be a minor offense to remove from the episcopate men who had presented the offerings in a
pious and irreproachable manner (44:10).

Clement calls on the instigators of the schism to acknowledge their fault and to place themselves at the service of the common
good, so that the presbyters who have been removed from office may be reinstated and peace may return to the community.

How the letter was received

It seems that Clement's intervention was successful, because according to some biblical scholars, a document known as 2
Clement, a homily delivered in the community of Corinth by a presbyter and dating from 98-100, presupposes that this
presbyter owes his reinstatement to the intervention of Clement and his letter. In any case, Eusebius (Church History 4:23:11)
writes: "Dionysius [bishop of Corinth], in the same letter [to Bishop Soter in Rome], speaks of Clement's epistle to the
Corinthians; he shows that, for a long time, it had been the ancient custom to read it in the assembly of the faithful. He says:
‘Today we have celebrated the holy day of Sunday, during which we read your letter [that of Soter]; we will continue to read it
always, as a warning, as well as the first one that Clement addressed to us.” Thus, 1 Clement was part of the liturgy of the word
in Corinth, as if it were part of the canon of Scripture. This would explain why it is found in the Codex Alexandrinus (dated

400-440) following the books of the New Testament.
The world of the Roman Church

According to R.E. Brown, even though we know nothing about the founding of the Roman Church and how the gospel reached
the capital of the Roman Empire, everything indicates that it was the work of Jewish Christians who came from Jerusalem. This
explains why it considers Jerusalem as its primary reference, as evidenced by this passage from Acts where Roman Christians,
who had come to greet Paul's arrival, are quoted as saying, “We have received no letters from Judea concerning you” (Acts
28:21); the directives therefore came from Jerusalem. After examining the period from the 50s to the end of the 1st century,
Brown concludes that it was a Church marked by moderate Judaism, where circumcision and Jewish dietary laws were no
longer required of converts of pagan origin, but which nevertheless had great respect for Jewish institutions and Scripture.
This is what we find in Clement when he refers to the temple in Jerusalem, the institution of the high priest, priests, and
Levites, as well as the various offerings at the temple (see 40:5), before addressing the question of presbyters. Furthermore,
his entire homiletic section is supported by constant references to the Old Testament according to the Septuagint. Here is a list
of these references.



N.B. We have put in bold and italics the references where the author copies word for word the text of the Septuagint identical to the version we know today. We have
italicized only the text where the author borrows a number of words from the Septuagint, but in a sequence and verb tenses that may differ, or using synonyms; this
could be because the author is quoting passages from memory or using a version of the Septuagint that is different from ours. The other references evoke certain
passages from the Septuagint, borrowing only a word or two, or even just the idea.

Gen 1:26-28; 2:23; 4:3-8; 12:1-3; 13:14-16; 15:5-6; 18:27

Ex 2:14; 3:11; 4:10; 32:32

Num 12:7,16:22,33; 27:16

Deut 9:12,13-14; 32:8-9,15,39

Josh 2:3-4,9,13,18

1Sam 2:7

1 Kings 8:60; 9:4

Isa 1:16-20; 3:5; 6:3; 13:11,22; 26:20; 29:13; 40:10; 53:1-12; 57:15; 62:11; 66:2

Jer 9:23-24; 21:10

Ezek 33:11; 37:12

Joel 2:13

Mal 3:1

Dan 3:55; 7:10

Job 1:1; 4:16 - 5:5,11,17-26; 9:2,3; 14:4-5; 19:26; 38:11

Jdt9:11

LXX: Ps 2:7-8; 3:6; 11:4-6; 18:2-4; 21:7-9; 22:4; 23:1; 30:19; 31:1,2; 33:12-18,20; 36:9,35-37,38; 49:14,15,16-
23; 50:3-19; 61:5; 66:2; 68:31-33; 77:36-37; 78:13; 88:21; 103:4; 109:1; 117:18,19-20; 118:114,133; 138:7-
10; 140:5; 144:18;

®  Prov1:23-33; 2:21,22; 3:12,34; 20:27; 24:12

° Wis 2:24; 12:10,12

As can be seen, the author uses and quotes most literally from the Book of Psalms, followed by Genesis, Isaiah, Proverbs, and
Job. Furthermore, his definition of Scripture is broader than that of the Hebrew Bible, as it includes the Books of Judith and

Wisdom. Hemmer (Les Péres apostoliques, II : Clément de Rome. Epitre aux Corinthiens, p. xI) writes on this subject: "The holy
books are continually used by the author of the Epistle to the Corinthians, sometimes in a very free manner, abbreviating,
summarizing, interpreting, sometimes in the form of express, direct, literal quotations, with references to a specific book,
sometimes without indication of a special source but with a word that designates Holy Scripture: grapheion, graphe, hiera
graphe, hagios logos."

What about the New Testament? It should be noted that at the end of the 1st century, there was no canon of Christian
Scriptures. Nevertheless, there are a number of references to what would become the New Testament. Here is the list.

N.B. We have used the same convention as for the Old Testament, except that these are now references to texts belonging to our New Testament.

Mt 6:14-15; 7:1-2; 26:24
Mt 7:1-2 || Lk 6:37-38
Mt7:12 || Lk 6:31

Mk 9:42 || Lk 17:2 || Mt 18:6
Lk 1:75; 6:36

Rom 4:3 (Gen 15:6)
1Cor 2:9;12:12-31
1Tim 2:7

Titus 3:1

Heb 1:3-4; 3:2

1 Pet 4:8

Rev 22:12 (cf Prov 24:12)

What can we observe? Clement seems to be familiar with a fairly wide range of writings that we associate with the New
Testament, including the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, the so-called Pauline letters (Romans, 1 Corinthians, 1 Timothy, Titus),
the Epistle to the Hebrews, and the First Letter of Peter. An analysis by R.E. Brown has shown that Clement was familiar with
the Epistle to the Romans and the Epistle to the Hebrews, two letters addressed to the Romans. In his writing, Clement
explicitly refers to Paul's letter to the Corinthians (ch. 47).

Nevertheless, unlike what we see in several references to the Septuagint, where Clement seems to have the written text before
him and quotes it word for word, the references to Christian tradition seem to be made orally; in fact, the only times we see a
word-for-word copy of our version of the New Testament are in short expressions that are easy to remember. Furthermore,
Clement does not hesitate to amalgamate passages and adapt them to his argument. Finally, it should be noted that the Gospel



references mainly concern the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, and not that of Mark. This may be surprising, since according to
tradition, the Gospel of Mark was written in Rome. One possible explanation is that in the conservative Roman milieu, where
Jewish tradition exerted a significant influence, preference was given to the Gospel of Matthew, the Jew, and that of Luke,
which reconciles the Old Testament and the New Testament.

The corpus of what constitutes the New Testament for us did not yet exist, as we have said. So Clement introduces references
to the Gospels as follows: “Let us remember the words that the Lord Jesus spoke to us” (13:1). And in fact, these are only

words, not narratives.

Structure and summary of the letter

A. Initial greeting: From the Church in Rome to the Church in Corinth: grace and peace (1:0)

B.  The occasion for the letter: (1:1)
®  Reference to Domitian's persecution, which delayed the sending of the letter (1:1a)

®  Subject of the letter: Unacceptable sedition in Corinth led by reckless and insolent people who have
tarnished the reputation of the Church of Corinth (1:1b)

C.  Recalling the community's past: (1:2 - 2:8)
®  Strong faith, great piety, exemplary humble behavior (1:2 - 2:1)

Deep and joyful peace in the community, a source of benevolent and missionary action (2:2-4)

.
®  Anenvironment without rebellion or division (2:5-6)
®  Alife in the fear of God (2:7-8)

D. Warnings based on the history of human jealousy (3:1 - 7:1)

1. Examples from the OT (3:1 - 4:13)

God showered his people with blessings, yet they rebelled (3:1)

The emergence of quarrels, disorder, and wars (3:2-3)

Abandoning the fear of God, death entered the world (3:4)

Recall of the story of Abel and Cain, an example of the consequences of envy and jealousy (4:1-
8)

Other examples of jealousy: between Esau and Jacob, between Joseph and his brothers,

between Moses, Aaron, and Miriam and their fellow Israelites, between Dathan and Abiram
and Moses, between Saul and David (4:9-13)

2. Contemporary examples (5:1 - 6:4)

It was out of envy and jealousy that Peter and Paul were denounced in Rome and suffered
martyrdom (5:1-7)

Other examples of jealousy include that which led women to play the roles of the Danaids and
Dirce in the Roman circus before being executed, or jealousy between spouses (6:1-4)

3. These examples were given as a rebuke and warning (7:1)

E. Various exhortations (7:2 - 35:12)

1. Todo penance (7:2 - 8:5)

Through His blood, Christ gave the grace of penance (7:4-5)
Noah preached repentance for the salvation of all (7:6)

The Ninevites repented at Jonah's preaching (7:7)

Through his prophets, God called for repentance (8:1-5)

2. Toobey God's will (9:1 - 12:8)

We must consider those who obeyed, such as Enoch, Noah, and Abraham, to whom God
granted posterity because of their faith (9:2 - 10:7)

Loth was saved from Sodom because of his hospitality and piety, while the people around him
and his wife were punished (11:1-2)

Testimony of Raab's faith and hospitality (12:1-8)

3. Tohave humble feelings (13:1 - 19:2)

Let the wise man not boast of his wisdom (13:1)
The way we behave will be the way others behave towards us (13:2)
Humbly submit to the word of the Lord (13:3-4)



®  [tis better to follow and obey God than to follow the arrogance of those who instigate rivalry
(14:1-2)

®  Let's be kind to one another (14:3-5)

®  Avoid misleading statements about peace (15:1-7)

®  The Lord took on the form of a suffering servant (16:1-17)

o Imitate those who have shown humility: Elijah, Elisha, Ezekiel, Job, Abraham, Moses, David
(17:1-18:17)

®  These examples have made us better people. Let us hasten back to peace and tranquility (19:1-
2)

4.  To follow nature's order (19:3 - 28:4)

®  Nature obeys God's order in peace and harmony: the stars, the seasons, the oceans (19:3 -
20:12)

®  We must act in the same way: respect our leaders, honor our elders, teach young people to fear
God, and train our women to do good (21:1-9)

® Invitation to fear the Lord and do good, and the Lord delivers the righteous from their
afflictions (22:1 - 23:1)

®  Aninvitation to abandon duplicity and not to become conceited about one's gifts, because
sooner or later the Lord will intervene (23:2-5)
Nature teaches us the cycle of resurrection: day follows night, fruit follows seed (24:1-5)

Reminder of the natural phenomenon of the bird called the phoenix, which lives for 500 years
and is resurrected, supporting our faith in our resurrection from the dead; this word is certain,
for God does not lie and is all-powerful (25:1 - 27:7)

o Let us therefore renounce all criminal acts, for nothing escapes the master of the universe
(28:1-4)

5. Tolive as God's chosen people (29:1 - 32:4)
®  Letus therefore approach God with a holy soul, being forgiving and merciful (29:1-3)

o Let us do all the works of holiness: no slander, adultery, drunkenness, or pride, but rather
moderation, humility, and gentleness (30:1-8)

®  Letusseek God's blessing like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (31:1-4)

®  Consider the magnificence of God's gifts to Jacob, who gave us the priests and Levites and Jesus
Christ, as well as the kings and princes of Judah, and therefore we too, who have been called in
Jesus Christ, are not justified by ourselves, but by faith (32:1-4)

6.  To accomplish all kinds of good deeds (33:1 - 35:12)
®  For the Creator created this world with wisdom, and man in His image (33:1-8)
®  Forall good things come from God, and He will share with us the wonders He has prepared for
us (34:1-8)
God's gifts are wonderful; therefore, we must carefully seek what pleases Him (35:1-5)
For God hates those who commit sin (35:6-12)

F.  Conclusion on exhortations (36:1 - 39:9)

o This is the way of salvation, for through Christ, the Son of God, we have been transformed to taste
immortal knowledge (36:1-6)

®  Under Christ's impeccable command, let us be like soldiers in an army where each person in their rank
carries out the orders of the emperor or their leaders, like members of the same body, and let each
person submit to their neighbor, according to the charism with which they have been invested (37:1 -
38:4)

®  Those who pretend to be sinless are fools, for no mortal is without fault (39:1-9)

G.  Statement: God has prescribed an unchanging order regarding how, when, and where to worship (40:1 - 50:5)

1.  History of this order (40:1 - 46:9)
®  Everything that the Master has prescribed must be done in an orderly manner, as he did for the
high priests, priests, Levites, and lay people (40:1-5)
®  We mustrespect the order desired by God, as we see in the temple in Jerusalem concerning the
place of various offerings (41:1-4)
®  God prescribed an order in the transmission of the Gospel: Christ sent the apostles, and they
instituted bishops and deacons (42:1-4)
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®  Scripture speaks of this order and, through Moses, foresaw the rivalry over the priesthood and
asked God to reveal the one He had chosen (43:1-6)

®  The apostles foresaw the dispute over the episcopate and therefore established the rule that
after their death other proven men would succeed them in their ministry, and it is a grave
error to remove them from office (44:1-6)

®  Scripture testifies that the righteous were never persecuted by saints, but only by the ungodly,
as was the case with Daniel, Ananias, Azarias, and Misael (45:1-8)

®  We must adhere to this model; so why these quarrels and schisms that drag on, causing great
sadness for everyone? (46:1-9)

2. Current situation and call for corrective action (47:1 - 50:7)

®  The current situation in Corinth is more serious than that described by Paul in his epistle to
the Corinthians, for the congregation has risen up against its elders because of one or two
individuals, and this has even led to blasphemy against the name of the Lord among outsiders
(47:1-7)

®  Exhortation to reconcile and practice justice and fraternal charity, and to seek the common
good of all and not one's own (48:1-6)

®  He who practices charity fulfills all the commandments, for charity unites us closely to God, it
consummates the perfection of all God's elect, and it was through charity that Christ gave his
blood for us (49:1-6)

®  Letus therefore pray to the Lord that we may be found in charity, far from all human intrigues
and blameless, and our sins will be forgiven (50:1-7)

Call to schismatics (51:1 - 59:2)

1.  Callto confess one's sins (51:1 - 54:4)

®  Demands that the instigators of sedition and schism confess their guilt, on pain of suffering the
same fate as those who rebelled against Moses (51:1-5)

The Lord asks us to confess our sins, for what pleases God is a contrite spirit (52:1-4)
Reminder of Israel's rebellion in the desert and Moses' prayer for God to forgive his people
(53:1-5)

o Let us examine ourselves: If I am the cause of sedition, discord, and divisions, I will leave the
country, so that the flock of Christ may live in peace with the appointed presbyters (54:1-4)

2. Call to serve the common good (55:1 - 57:7)

®  There are several examples of people who sacrificed themselves to save others: kings and
leaders gave themselves up to death to save their citizens or went into exile to put an end to
sedition, Christians put themselves in chains to redeem others, Judith and Esther risked their
lives to save their people (55:1-6)

®  Letusintercede for those who are guilty of some fault, that they may accept correction and
yield, not to us, of course, but to the will of God (56:1-16)

®  Anappeal is made to those who have caused discord to submit to the elders and allow
themselves to be corrected in a spirit of penitence, and to lay aside their haughty and proud
arrogance of speech (57:1-7)

3. Reminder of the consequences of disobeying God (58:1 - 59:2)

®  Letus obey God to escape God's threat against the disobedient, and may the schismatics follow
the advice given, and they will not regret it (58:1-2)

®  [fthere are those who resist these words, let them know that they are straying into grave error
and danger, while the Church prays that God will ensure the salvation of all (59:2)

Final prayer (59:3 - 61:3)
®  Praise for God's greatness (59:3)
®  (Call for God's saving action (59:4)
®  (Call to forgive sins (60:1-3)
®  Prayer for the leaders of this world, that they may govern with justice and mercy, and that we may
submit ourselves both to God and to them (60:4 - 61:3)

Conclusion (62:1 - 65:2)

1.  Reminder of the letter's contents (62:1-3)
®  Good conduct for a virtuous life (62:1)
®  Listofvirtues: faith, penance, charity, chastity, humility, long-suffering (62:2)



®  Aletter addressed to faithful people who loved divine science (62:3)
2. Purpose of the letter: obedience, an end to discord, and the restoration of peace (63:1-4)
3. General wish (64:1)
4. Identification of emissaries (65:1a)
5.  Final blessing (65:1b)
6.  Document title: Epistle from the Romans to the Corinthians (65:1c)
The full text

The English translation by Kirsopp Lake can be found online.

Verse Greek Text English Translation

Chapter 1

‘H éxxcAnoia 10D 6g0D 1) mapowkoboa Pounv tfj ékkAnola
Tob Beod Tf] mapokovon Kopwvbov, kAntoig fylacpévolg
£v BeMjuatt B£00 81d 10D Kupiov HudV ‘Incod Xplotod.
Xapig LUV kad gipnvn dmo mavtokpdtopog Beod Sux
‘Incod Xplotod TAnOuvoEein.

Awx Tag aipvidioug kai EmaAAiAoug yevopévag Uty
OUHPOPAS Kal TIEPITTTWOELS, Bpddiov vopilopev
£TOTPOPNV TETIOjoO AL TTEPL TOV ETINTOVHEVWY TTaLp”
VUV Tpaypdtwy, dyamntol, tig te dAAotpiag kol EEvng
TOTG £KAeKTOTG TOU B0, Hapds Kai Avooiov 6TAoEWS
v OAlya TpdowTa TPOTETH Kot a¥B&dn UtdpxovTa £ig
Too0UTOV Amovoiag éEékavoav, HoTe TO OEUVOV Kal
mepLBoONTOV Kal o v GvBpwoLs délaydamntov Gvopa
VDV peyddws BAacenundijval

tig yap mapemidnpioag mpog VUAS TNV TAVAPETOV Kat
BeBaiav vudv TioTv 0VK £80KiLAGEY; THV TE OO POV
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The Church of God which sojourns at Rome, to the
Church of God which sojourns at Corinth, to them that
are called and sanctified in the will of God through our
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied unto
you from Almighty God through Jesus Christ.

Owing to the sudden and repeated misfortunes and
calamities which have befallen us, we consider that our
attention has been somewhat delayed in turning to the
questions disputed among you, beloved, and especially
the abominable and unholy sedition, alien and foreign
to the elect of God, which a few rash and self-willed
persons have made blaze up to such a frenzy that your
name, venerable and famous, and worthy as it is of all
men’s love, has been much slandered.

For who has stayed with you without making proof of
the virtue and steadfastness of your faith? Who has not
admired the sobriety and Christian gentleness of your
piety? Who has not reported your character so
magnificent in its hospitality? And who has not blessed
your perfect arid secure knowledge?

For you did all things without respect of persons, and
walked in the laws of God, obedient to your rulers, and
paying all fitting honour to the older among you. On the
young, too, you enjoined temperate and seemly
thoughts, and to the women you gave instruction that
they should do all things with a blameless and seemly
and pure conscience, yielding a dutiful affection to their
husbands. And you taught them to remain in the rule of
obedience and to manage their households with
seemliness, in all circumspection.

And you were all humble-minded and in no wise
arrogant, yielding subjection rather than demanding it,
“giving more gladly than receiving,” satisfied with the
provision of Christ, and paying attention to his words
you stored them up carefully in your hearts, and kept
his sufferings before your eyes.

Thus a profound and rich peace was given to all, you
had an insatiable desire to do good, and the Holy Spirit
was poured out in abundance on you all.

You were full of holy plans, and with pious confidence
you stretched out your hands to Almighty God in a
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passion of goodness, beseeching him to be merciful
towards any unwilling sin.

Day and night you strove on behalf of the whole
brotherhood that the number of his elect should be
saved with mercy and compassion.

You were sincere and innocent, and bore no malice to
one another.

All sedition and all schism was abominable to you. You
mourned over the transgressions of your neighbours;
you judged their shortcomings as your own.

You were without regret in every act of kindness,
“ready unto every good work.” (Titus 3: 1).

You were adorned by your virtuous and honourable
citizenship and did all things in the fear of God. The
commandments and ordinances of the Lord were
“written on the tables of your heart.”

All glory and enlargement was given to you, and that
which was written was fulfilled, “My Beloved ate and
drank, and he was enlarged and waxed fat and kicked.”
(Deut 32:15)

From this arose jealousy and envy, strife and sedition,
persecution and disorder, war and captivity.

Thus “the worthless” rose up “against those who were
in honour,” those of no reputation against the
renowned, the foolish against the prudent, the “young
against the old.” (Isa 3:5)

For this cause righteousness and peace are far removed,
while each deserts the fear of God and the eye of faith in
him has grown dim, and men walk neither in the
ordinances of his commandments nor use their
citizenship worthily of Christ, but each goes according
to the lusts of his wicked heart, and has revived the
unrighteousness and impious envy, by which also
“death came into the world” (Wis 2:24).

For it is written thus: “And it came to pass after certain
days that Cain offered to God a sacrifice of the fruits of
the earth, and Abel himself also offered of the first-born
of the sheep and of their fat.”

“And God looked on Abel and his gifts, but he had no
respect to Cain and his sacrifices.”

“And Cain was greatly grieved and his countenance fell.”
“And God said to Cain, Why art thou grieved, and why is
thy countenance fallen? If thou offeredst rightly, but

didst not divide rightly, didst thou not sin?”

“Be still: he shall turn to thee, and thou shalt rule over
him.”

“And Cain said to Abel his brother, Let us go unto the
plain. And it came to pass that, while they were in the
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plain, Cain rose up against Abel his brother and slew
him.” (Gen 4:3-8).

You see, brethren, jealousy and envy wrought fratricide.

Through jealousy our father Jacob ran from the face of
Esau his brother.

Jealousy made Joseph to be persecuted to the death, and
come into slavery.

Jealousy forced Moses to fly from the face of Pharaoh,
King of Egypt, when his fellow countryman said to him,
“Who made thee a judge or a ruler over us? Wouldest
thou slay me as thou didst slay the Egyptian yesterday?”
(Ex 2:14)

Through jealousy Aaron and Miriam were lodged
outside the camp.

Jealousy brought down Dathan and Abiram alive into
Hades, because they rebelled against Moses the servant
of God.

Through jealousy David incurred envy not only from
strangers, but suffered persecution even from Saul,
King of Israel.

But, to cease from the examples of old time, let us come
to those who contended in the days nearest to us; let us
take the noble examples of our own generation.

Through jealousy and envy the greatest and most
righteous pillars of the Church were persecuted and
contended unto death.

Let us set before our eyes the good apostles:

Peter, who because of unrighteous jealousy suffered not
one or two but many trials, and having thus given his
testimony went to the glorious place which was his due.

Through jealousy and strife Paul showed the way to the
prize of endurance;

seven times he was in bonds, he was exiled, he was
stoned, he was a herald both in the East and in the
West, he gained the noble fame of his faith,

he taught righteousness to all the world, and when he
had reached the limits of the West he gave his
testimony before the rulers, and thus passed from the
world and was taken up into the Holy Place, the
greatest example of endurance.

To these men with their holy lives was gathered a great
multitude of the chosen, who were the victims of
jealousy and offered among us the fairest example in
their endurance under many indignities and tortures.

Through jealousy women were persecuted as Danaids
and Dircae, suffering terrible and unholy indignities;
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they stedfastly finished the course of faith, and received
anoble reward, weak in the body though they were.

Jealousy has estranged wives from husbands, and made
of no effect the saying of our father Adam, “This is now
bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh.” (Gen 2:23).

Jealousy and strife have overthrown great cities, and
rooted up mighty nations.

We are not only writing these things to you, beloved, for
your admonition, but also to remind ourselves; for we
are in the same arena, and the same struggle is before
us.

Wherefore let us put aside empty and vain cares, and let
us come to the glorious and venerable rule of our
tradition,

and let us see what is good and pleasing and acceptable
in the sight of our Maker.

Let us fix our gaze on the Blood of Christ, and let us
know that it is precious to his Father, because it was
poured out for our salvation, and brought the grace of
repentance to all the world.

Let us review all the generations, and let us learn that in
generation after generation the Master has given "a
place of repentance” (Sg 12, 10) to those who will turn
to him.

Noah preached repentance and those who obeyed were
saved.

Jonah foretold destruction to the men of Nineveh, but
when they repented they received forgiveness of their
sins from God in answer to their prayer, and gained
salvation, though they were aliens to God.

The ministers of the grace of God spoke through the
Holy Spirit concerning repentance,

and even the Master of the universe himself spoke with
an oath concerning repentance; “For as | live, said the
Lord, I do not desire the death of the sinner so much as
his repentance,” (Ezek 33:11) and he added a gracious
declaration,

“Repent, O house of [srael, from your iniquity. Say to the
sons of my people, If your sins reach from the earth to
Heaven, and if they be redder than scarlet, and blacker
than sack cloth, and ye turn to me with all your hearts
and say Father, I will listen to you as a holy people.”

And in another place he speaks thus, “Wash you, and
make you clean, put away your wickedness from your
souls before my eyes, cease from your wickedness,
learn to do good, seek out judgment, rescue the
wronged, give judgment for the orphan, do justice to the
widow, and come and let us reason together, saith the
Lord; and if your sins be as crimson, I will make them
white as snow, and if they be as scarlet, I will make
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them white as wool, and if ye be willing and hearken to
me, ye shall eat the good things of the land, but if ye be
not willing, and hearken not to me, a sword shall
devour you, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken these
things.” (Isa 1:16-20).

Thus desiring to give to all his beloved a share in
repentance, he established it by his Almighty will.

Wherefore let us obey his excellent and glorious will; let
us fall before him as suppliants of his mercy and
goodness; let us turn to his pity, and abandon the vain
toil and strife and jealousy which leads to death

Let us fix our gaze on those who have rendered perfect
service to his excellent glory.

Let us take Enoch, who was found righteous in
obedience, and was translated, and death did not befall
him.

Noah was found faithful in his service, in foretelling a
new beginning to the world, and through him the
Master saved the living creatures which entered in
concord into the Ark.
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Abraham, who was called “the Friend,” was found
faithful in his obedience to the words of God.

He in obedience went forth from his country and from
his kindred and from his father’s house, that by leaving
behind a little country and a feeble kindred and a small
house he might inherit the promises of God. For God
says to him,

“Depart from thy land and from thy kindred and from
thy father’s house to the land which I shall show thee,
and I will make thee a great nation, and [ will bless thee,
and I will magnify thy name, and thou shalt be blessed;
and I will bless those that bless thee, and I will curse
those that curse thee, and all the tribes of the earth shall
be blessed in thee.” (Gen 12:1-3).

And again, when he was separated from Lot, God said to
him, “Lift up thine eyes and look from the place where
thou art now, to the North and to the South and to the
East and to the West; for all the land which thou seest,
to thee will I give it and to thy seed for ever.”

“And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth. If a
man can number the dust of the earth thy seed shall
also be numbered” (Gen 13:14-16).

And again he says, “God led forth Abraham, and said to
him, ‘Look up to the Heaven and number the stars, if
thou canst number them; so shall thy seed be.” And
Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness” (Gen 15:5-6; cf Rom 4:3).
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Because of his faith and hospitality a son was given him
in his old age, and in his obedience he offered him as a
sacrifice to God on the mountain which he showed him.

For his hospitality and piety Lot was saved out of
Sodom when the whole countryside was judged by fire
and brimstone, and the Master made clear that he does
not forsake those who hope in him, but delivers to
punishment and torture those who turn aside to others.

For of this a sign was given when his wife went with
him, but changed her mind and did not remain in
agreement with him, so that she became a pillar of salt
unto this day, to make known to all, that those who are
double-minded, and have doubts concerning the power
of God, incur judgment and become a warning to all
generations.

For her faith and hospitality Rahab the harlot was
saved.

For when the spies were sent to Jericho by Joshua the
son of Nun, the King of the land knew that they had
come to spy out his country, and sent men to take them,
that they might be captured and put to death.

So the hospitable Rahab took them in, and hid them in
the upper room under the stalks of flax.

And when the king’s men came and said, “The spies of
our land came in to thee, bring them out, for the king
orders thus,” she answered “The men whom ye seek did
indeed come to me, but they went away forthwith, and
are proceeding on their journey,” and pointed in the
wrong direction.

And she said to the men, “I know assuredly that the
Lord God is delivering to you this land; for the fear and
dread of you has fallen on those who dwell in it. When
therefore it shall come to pass, that ye take it, save me
and my father’s house.”

And they said to her, “It shall be as thou hast spoken to
us; when therefore thou knowest that we are at hand,
thou shalt gather all thy folk under thy roof, and they
shall be safe; for as many as shall be found outside the
house shall perish” (Josh 2:3-4,9,13,18).

And they proceeded to give her a sign, that she should
hang out a scarlet thread from her house, foreshowing
that all who believe and hope on God shall have
redemption through the blood of the Lord.

You see, beloved, that the woman is an instance not
only of faith but also of prophecy.

Let us, therefore, be humble-minded, brethren, putting
aside all arrogance and conceit and foolishness and
wrath, and let us do that which is written (for the Holy
Spirit says, “Let not the wise man boast himself in his
wisdom, nor the strong man in his strength, nor the rich
man in his riches, but he that boasteth let him boast in
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the Lord, to seek him out and to do judgment and
righteousness” (Jer 9:23-24)), especially remembering
the words of the Lord Jesus which he spoke when he
was teaching gentleness and longsuffering.

For he spoke thus: “Be merciful, that ye may obtain
mercy. Forgive, that ye may be forgiven. As ye do, so
shall it be done unto you. As ye give, so shall it be given
unto you. As ye judge, so shall ye be judged. As ye are
kind, so shall kindness be shewn you. With what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you.” (cf Mt
6:14-15; 7:1-2.12; Lk 6:31,36-38).

With this commandment and with these injunctions let
us strengthen ourselves to walk in obedience to his
hallowed words and let us be humble-minded, for the
holy word says,

“On whom shall I look, but on the meek and gentle and
him who trembles at my oracles.” (Isa 66:2).

Chapter 14

Y

Aikatov o0V kai da10v, GvSpeg d8eA@oi, UTKdoUG HdS
paAAov yevéoBal Td Bed i TOTG €v GAadoveia kal
drataotacia puoepod HAovs apxNYoTs £EakoAovBEY.

BAGBNV yap o0 Vv Tu)XODOoAV, pEAAOV 8¢ KivEuVoV
Umoicopev péyav, £av PuPokvEOVewE ETISDOUEV EXUVTOVG
TOTG AoV T®V AvBpdTwV, oiTves EEaxovtilovow
€i¢ £pv Kl 0TAOELS, €(G TO ATAAAOTPLDOCAL UES TOU
KOA®DG EXOVTOG,.

Xpnotevomueda EauTois KAt TV evoTAayXviav kai
YAukOTNTA TOD O OAVTOG TUAS.

yéypamtatydp- Xpnotoi écovtal oiknTopeg Yijg, Gkakot
8¢ UmoAepBnoovtal ¢’ avTiig: ol 8¢ Tapavopobvteg
£EoAebpevBnoovtal &’ aVTi|G.

kol A Aéyel- Eldov doe B Umepuopevoy kai
ETALPOEVOV MG TAG KESPOUG ToT Alavov: kal
TapijABov, kai i5od oVk v, kai ¢EelTNOA TOV TOHTOV
abTod, Kal ovy e0pov. PUAacoE drakiav kal (Se

0OV TNTA, OTLEOTIV EYKATAAELUPA AVOPDOTIW EIPNVIKE.

Chapter 15

Toivuv koAAnB&dpev Tols pet’ eboePeiag eipnvediovoty,
Kol pn) toig ped’ Vmokpioews BovAopévolg éprvnv.

AéyeLydp mou- 00ToG 6 Aadg Tolg xeldeaiv pe Tpd, 1 82
KkapSia ATV TOppw AmMESTIV AT £pOT.

kol TaA: T® otopatt avt@®v edAoyodouw, Tfj 6¢ kapdia
aVT@OV KaTtnp@OHVTO.

Kal TéAw Aéyer ‘Hyammoav adtov T¢) oTopatt adtdv
Kal Tfj YAwoon avt@v éPevoavto adtov, 1) §¢ kapdia
a0 T@V 0Uk V0T PeT’ aTOD, 0VSE EmoTWON oAV €V Tf|
Stabnkm avtod.

Sua toUto dAaAa yevnONTw Ta XelAn Ta SOALa T
Acdobvta katd tod Sikaiov avopiav. kal TéALy-

13

Therefore it is right and holy, my brethren, for us to
obey God rather than to follow those who in pride and
unruliness are the instigators of an abominable
jealousy.

For we shall incur no common harm, but great danger,
if we rashly yield ourselves to the purposes of men who
rush into strife and sedition, to estrange us from what is
right.

Let us be kind to one another, according to the
compassion and sweetness of our Maker.

For it is written, “The kind shall inhabit the land, and
the guiltless shall be left on it, but they who transgress
shall be destroyed from offit.” (Prov 2:21,22; LXX: Ps
36:9,38).

And again he says: “I saw the ungodly lifted high, and
exalted as the cedars of Lebanon. And I went by, and
behold he was not; and I sought his place, and I found it
not. Keep innocence, and look on uprightness; for there
is a remnant for a peaceable man.” (LXX: Ps 36:35-37).

Moreover let us cleave to those whose peacefulness is
based on piety and not to those whose wish for peace is
hypocrisy.

For it says in one place: “This people honoureth me
with their lips, but their heart is far from me.” (Isa
29:13; Mk 7:6).

And again, “They blessed with their mouth, but cursed
in their hearts.” (LXX: Ps 61:5).

And again it says “they loved him with their mouth, and
they lied unto him with their tongue, and their heart
was not right with him, nor were they faithful in his
covenant.” (LXX: Ps 77:36-37).

Therefore “let the deceitful lips be dumb which speak
iniquity against the righteous” (LXX: Ps 30:19). And
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again, “May the Lord destroy all the deceitful lips, a
tongue that speaketh great things, those who say, Let us
magnify our tongue, our lips are our own, who is lord
over us?”

“For the misery of the poor and groaning of the needy,
now will I arise, saith the Lord, I will place him in
safety,”

“I will deal boldly with him.” (LXX: Ps 11:4-6).
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For Christ is of those who are humble-minded, not of
those who exalt themselves over His flock.

The sceptre of the greatness of God, the Lord Jesus
Christ, came not with the pomp of pride or of arrogance,
for all his power, but was humble-minded, as the Holy
Spirit spake concerning him. For it says,

“Lord, who has believed our report, and to whom was
the arm of the Lord revealed? We declared him before
the Lord as a child, as a root in thirsty ground; there is
no form in him, nor glory, and we saw him, and he had
neither form nor beauty, but his form was without
honour, less than the form of man, a man living among
stripes and toil, and acquainted with the endurance of
weakness; for his face was turned away, he was
dishonoured, and not esteemed.”

“He it is who beareth our sins, and is pained for us, and
we regarded him as subject to pain, and stripes and
affliction,”

“but he was wounded for our sins and he has suffered
for our iniquities. The chastisement of our peace was
upon him; with his bruises were we healed.”

“All we like sheep went astray, each man went astray in
his path;”

“and the Lord delivered him up for our sins, and he
openeth not his mouth because of his affliction. As a
sheep he was brought to the slaughter, and as a lamb
dumb before its shearer, so he openeth not his mouth.
In humiliation his judgment was taken away.”

“Who shall declare his generation? For his life is taken
away from the earth.”

“For the iniquities of my people is he come to death.”

“And I will give the wicked for his burial, and the rich
for his death; for he wrought no iniquity, nor was guile
found in his mouth. And the Lord’s will is to purify him
from stripes.”

“If ye make an offering for sin, your soul shall see a
long-lived seed.”

“And the Lord’s will is to take of the toil of his soul, to
show him light and to form him with understanding, to
justify a righteous man who serveth many well. And he
himself shall bear their sins.”
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“For this reason shall he inherit many, and he shall

share the spoils of the strong; because his soul was

delivered to death, and he was reckoned among the
transgressors.”

“And he bore the sins of many, and for their sins was he
delivered up.” (Isa 53:1-12).

And again he says himself, “But | am a worm and no
man, a reproach of men, and despised of the people.”

“All they who saw me mocked me, they spoke with their
lips, they shook their heads; He hoped on the Lord, let
him deliver him, let him save him, for he hath pleasure
in him.” (LXX: Ps 21:7-9).

You see, Beloved, what is the example which is given to
us; for if the Lord was thus humble-minded, what shall
we do, who through him have come under the yoke of
his grace?

Let us also be imitators of those who went about “in the
skins of goats and sheep,” heralding the coming of
Christ; we mean Elijah and Elisha, and moreover
Ezekiel, the prophets, and in addition to them the
famous men of old.

Great fame was given to Abraham, and he was called
the Friend of God, and he, fixing his gaze in humility on
the Glory of God, says “But I am dust and ashes.” (Gen
18:27).

Moreover it is also written thus concerning Job: “Now
Job was righteous and blameless, true, a worshipper of
God, and kept himself from all evil.” (Job 1:1)

But he accuses himself, saying, “No man is clean from
defilement, not even if his life be but for a single day.”
(Job 14:4-5).

Moses was called “Faithful with all his house,” (Num
12:7; cf Heb 3:2) and through his ministry God judged
Egypt with their scourges and torments; but he, though
he was given great glory, did not use great words, but,
when an oracle was given to him from the bush, said:
“Who am I that thou sendest me?” (Ex 3:11) “Nay, lam a
man of feeble speech, and a slow tongue.” (Ex 4:10)

And again he says, “But I am as smoke from a pot.”

But what shall we say of the famous David? Of him said
God, “I have found a man after my own heart, David the
son of Jesse, | have anointed him with eternal mercy;”
(LXX: Ps 88:21; cf Acts 13:22)!

but he too says to God “Have mercy upon me, O God,
according to thy great mercy, and according to the
multitude of thy compassions, blot out my
transgression.”

“Wash me yet more from mine iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin; for I know my iniquity, and my sin is ever
before me.”
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“Against thee only did I sin, and did evil before thee,
that thou mightest be justified in thy words, and
mightest overcome when thou art judged.”

“For, lo, I was conceived in iniquity, and in sin did my
mother bear me.”

“For, behold, thou hast loved truth, thou didst make
plain to me the secret and hidden things of thy
wisdom.”

“Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall be
cleansed; thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than
snow.”

“Thou shalt make me hear joy and gladness; the bones
which have been humbled shall rejoice.”

“Turn thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine
iniquities.”

“Create a clean heart in me, O God, and renew a right
spirit in my inmost parts.”

“Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy
Holy Spirit from me. ”

“Give me back the gladness of thy salvation, strengthen
me with thy governing spirit.”

“I will teach the wicked thy ways, and the ungodly shall
be converted unto thee.”

“Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, the God of my
salvation.”

“My tongue shall rejoice in thy righteousness. O Lord,
thou shalt open my mouth, and my lips shall tell of thy
praise.”

“For if thou hadst desired sacrifice, | would have given
it; in whole burnt offerings thou wilt not delight.”

“The sacrifice unto God is a broken spirit, a broken and
a humbled heart God shall not despise.” (LXX: Ps 50:3-
19)
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The humility and obedient submission of so many men
of such great fame, have rendered better not only us,
but also the generations before us, who received his
oracles in fear and truth.

Seeing then that we have received a share in many great
and glorious deeds, let us hasten on to the goal of peace,
which was given us from the beginning, and let us fix
our gaze on the Father and Creator of the whole world
and cleave to his splendid and excellent gifts of peace,
and to his good deeds to us.

Let us contemplate him with our mind, let us gaze with
the eyes of our soul on his long-suffering purpose, let us
consider how free from wrath he is towards all his
creatures.

Chapter 20
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The heavens moving at his appointment are subject to
him in peace;

day and night follow the course allotted by him without
hindering each other.

Sun and moon and the companies of the stars roll on,
according to his direction, in harmony, in their
appointed courses, and swerve not from them at all.

The earth teems according to his will at its proper
seasons, and puts forth food in full abundance for men
and beasts and all the living things that are on it, with
no dissension, and changing none of his decrees.

The unsearchable places of the abysses and the
unfathomable realms of the lower world are controlled
by the same ordinances.

The hollow of the boundless sea is gathered by his
working into its allotted places, and does not pass the
barriers placed around it, but does even as he enjoined
onit

for he said “Thus far shalt thou come, and thy waves
shall be broken within thee.” (Job 38:11).

The ocean, which men cannot pass, and the worlds
beyond it, are ruled by the same injunctions of the
Master.

The seasons of spring, summer, autumn, and winter
give place to one another in peace.

The stations of the winds fulfil their service without
hindrance at the proper time. The everlasting springs,
created for enjoyment and health, supply sustenance
for the life of man without fail; and the smallest of
animals meet together in concord and peace.

All these things did the great Creator and Master of the
universe ordain to be in peace and concord, and to all
things does he do good, and more especially to us who
have fled for refuge to his mercies through our Lord
Jesus Christ,

to whom be the glory and the majesty for ever and ever,
Amen.

Take heed, beloved, lest his many good works towards
us become a judgment on us, if we do not good and
virtuous deeds before him in concord, and be citizens
worthy of him.

For he says in one place: “The Spirit of the Lord is a
lamp searching the inward parts.” (Prov 20:27).

Let us observe how near he is, and that nothing escapes

him of our thoughts or of the devices which we make.

It is right, therefore, that we should not be deserters
from his will.
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Let us offend foolish and thoughtless men, who are
exalted and boast in the pride of their words, rather
than God.

Let us reverence the Lord Jesus Christ, whose blood
was given for us, let us respect those who rule us, let us
honour the aged, let us instruct the young in the fear of
God, let us lead our wives to that which is good.

Let them exhibit the lovely habit of purity, let them
show forth the innocent will of meekness, let them
make the gentleness of their tongue manifest by their
silence, let them not give their affection by factious
preference, but in holiness to all equally who fear God.

Let our children share in the instruction which is in
Christ, let them learn the strength of humility before
God, the power of pure love before God, how beautiful
and great is his fear and how it gives salvation to all
who live holily in it with a pure mind.

For he is a searcher of thoughts and desires; his breath
is in us, and when he will he shall take it away.

Now the faith which is in Christ confirms all these
things, for he himself through his Holy Spirit calls us
thus: “Come, Children, hearken to me, I will teach you
the fear of the Lord.”

“Who is the man that desireth life, that loveth to see
good days?”

“Make thy tongue cease from evil, and thy lips that they
speak no guile.”

“Depart from evil, and do good.”
“Seek peace, and pursue it.”

“The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his
ears are open to their petition; but the face of the Lord
is against those that do evil, to destroy the memory of
them from off the earth.”

“The righteous cried, and the Lord heard him, and
delivered him out of all his afflictions.”

“Many are the scourges of the sinner, but mercy shall
encompass those that hope on the Lord.” (LXX: Ps
33:12-18,20).

The all-merciful and beneficent Father has compassion
on those that fear him, and kindly and lovingly bestows
his favours on those that draw near to him with a
simple mind.

Wherefore let us not be double-minded, nor let our soul
be fanciful concerning his excellent and glorious gifts.

Let this Scripture be far from us in which he says
“Wretched are the double-minded, who doubt in their
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soul and say We have heard these things even in the
days of our fathers, and behold we have grown old, and
none of these things has happened to us.”

“Oh, foolish men, compare yourself to a tree: take a
vine, first it sheds its leaves, then there comes a bud,
then a leaf, then a flower, and after this the unripe
grape, then the full bunch.” See how in a little time the
fruit of the tree comes to ripeness.

Truly his will shall be quickly and suddenly
accomplished, as the Scripture also bears witness that
“he shall come quickly and shall not tarry” (Isa 13:22);
“and the Lord shall suddenly come to his temple, and
the Holy One for whom ye look.” (Mal 3:1)

Let us consider, beloved, how the Master continually
proves to us that there will be a future resurrection, of
which he has made the first-fruits, by raising the Lord
Jesus Christ from the dead.

Let us look, beloved, at the resurrection which is taking
place at its proper season.

Day and night show us a resurrection. The night sleeps,
the day arises: the day departs, night comes on.

Let us take the crops: how and in what way does the
sowing take place?

“The sower went forth” and cast each of the seeds into
the ground, and they fall on to the ground, parched and
bare, and suffer decay; then from their decay the
greatness of the providence of the Master raises them
up, and from one grain more grow and bring forth fruit.

Let us consider the strange sign which takes place in
the East, that is in the districts near Arabia.

There is a bird which is called the Phoenix, This is the
only one of its kind, and lives 500 years; and when the
time of its dissolution in death is at hand, it makes itself
a sepulchre of frankincense and myrrh and other spices,
and when the time is fulfilled it enters into it and dies.

Now, from the corruption of its flesh there springs a
worm, which is nourished by the juices of the dead bird,
and puts forth wings. Then, when it has become strong,
it takes up that sepulchre, in which are the bones of its
predecessor, and carries them from the country of
Arabia as far as Egypt until it reaches the city called
Heliopolis,

and in the daylight in the sight of all it flies to the altar
of the Sun, places them there, and then starts back to its
former home.

Then the priests inspect the registers of dates, and they
find that it has come at the fulfilment of the 500th year.
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Do we then consider it a great and wonderful thing that
the creator of the universe will bring about the
resurrection of those who served him in holiness, in the
confidence of a good faith, when he shows us the
greatness of his promise even through a bird?

For he says in one place “And thou shalt raise me up,
and I will praise thee,” (cf LXX: Ps 27:7) and “I laid me
down and slept, [ rose up” (LXX: Ps 3:6), “for thou art
with me.” (LXX: Ps 22:4)

And again Job says “And thou shalt raise up this my
flesh which has endured all these things.” (Job 19:26).

In this hope then let our souls be bound to him who is
faithful in his promises and righteous in his judgments.

He who has commanded not to lie shall much more not
be a liar himself; for nothing is impossible with God
save to lie.

Let therefore faith in him be kindled again in us, and let
us consider that all things are near him.

By the word of his majesty did he establish all things,
and by his word can he destroy them.

“Who shall say to him what hast thou done, or who shall
resist the might of his strength?” (Wis 12:12) When he
will, and as he will, he will do all things, and none of his
decrees shall pass away.

Allis in his sight and nothing has escaped from his
counsel,

since “The heavens declare the glory of God and the
firmament tells his handiwork, day utters speech unto
day, and night tells knowledge to night. And there are
neither words nor speeches, and their voices are not
heard.” (LXX: Ps 18:2-4).

Since then all things are seen and heard by him, let us
fear him, and leave oft from foul desires of evil deeds,
that we may be sheltered by his mercy from the
judgments to come.

For whither can any of us fly from his mighty hand? And
what world shall receive those who seek to desert from
him?

For the Writing says in one place: “Where shall I go and
where shall I hide from thy presence? If  ascend into
heaven thou art there, if [ depart to the ends of the
earth there is thy right hand; If | make my bed in the
abyss there is thy spirit.” (LXX: Ps 138:7-10).

Whither then shall a man depart or where shall he

escape from him who embraces all things?

Let us then approach him in holiness of soul, raising
pure and undefiled hands to him, loving our gracious
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and merciful Father, who has made us the portion of his
choice for himself.

For thus it is written: “When the most high divided the
nations, when he scattered the sons of Adam, lie
established the bounds of the nations according to the
number of the angels of God. His people Jacob became
the portion of the Lord, Israel was the lot of his
inheritance.” (Deut 32:8-9).

And in another place he says “Behold the Lord taketh to
himself a nation from the midst of nations, as a man
taketh the first-fruit of his threshing-floor, and the Holy
of Holies shall come forth from that nation.” (Cf Deut
4:34; Num 18:27; 2 Chr 31:14; Ezek 48:12; Deut 14:2).
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Seeing then that we are the portion of one who is holy,
let us do all the deeds of sanctification, fleeing from evil
speaking, and abominable and impure embraces,
drunkenness and youthful lusts, and abominable
passion, detestable adultery, and abominable pride.

“For God,” he says, “resist the proud but giveth grace to
the humble.” (Prov 3:34).

Let us then join ourselves to those to whom is given
grace from God; let us put on concord in meekness of
spirit and continence, keeping ourselves far from all
gossip and evil speaking, and be justified by deeds, not
by words.

For he says “He that speaks much shall also hear much;
or doth he that is a good speaker think that he is
righteous?

Blessed is he that is born of woman and hath a short
life. Be not profuse in speech.” (Job 9:2,3).

Let our praise be with God, and not from ourselves, for
God hates those who praise themselves.

Let testimony to our good deeds be given by others, as
it was given to our fathers, the righteous.

Frowardness and arrogance and boldness belong to
those that are accursed by God, gentleness and humility
and meekness are with those who are blessed by God.

Let us cleave, then, to his blessing and let us consider
what are the paths of blessing. Let us unfold the deeds
of old.

Why was our father Abraham blessed? Was it not
because he wrought righteousness and truth through
faith?

Isaac in confident knowledge of the future was gladly
led as a sacrifice.

Jacob departed from his country in meekness because
of his brother, and went to Laban and served him, and
to him was given the sceptre of the twelve tribes of
Israel.
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And if anyone will candidly consider this in detail, he
will recognize the greatness of the gifts given by him.

For from him come the priests and all the Levites, who
serve the altar of God, from him comes the Lord Jesus
according to the flesh, from him come the kings and
rulers and governors in the succession of Judah, and the
other sceptres of his tribes are in no small renown
seeing that God promised that “thy seed shall be as the
stars of heaven.” (Gen 15:5).

All of them therefore were all renowned and magnified,
not through themselves or their own works or the
righteous actions which they had wrought, but through
his will;

and therefore we who by his will have been called in
Christ Jesus, are not made righteous by ourselves, or by
our wisdom or understanding or piety or the deeds
which we have wrought in holiness of heart, but
through faith, by which Almighty God has justified all
men from the beginning of the world: to him be glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

What shall we do, then, brethren? Shall we be slothful in
well-doing and cease from love? May the Master forbid
that this should happen, at least to us, but let us be
zealous to accomplish every good deed with energy and
readiness. (Titus 3:1).

For the Creator and Master of the universe himself
rejoices in his works.

For by his infinitely great might did he establish the
heavens, and by his incomprehensible understanding
did he order them; and he separated the earth from the
water that surrounds it, and fixed it upon the secure
foundation of his own will; and the animals that move
in it did he command to exist by his own decree; the sea
and the living things in it did he make ready, and
enclosed by his own power.

Above all, man, the most excellent and from his intellect
the greatest of his creatures, did he form in the likeness
of his own image by his sacred and faultless hands.

For God spake thus: “Let us make man according to our
image and likeness; and God made man, male and
female made he them.” (Gen 1:26-27).

So when he had finished all these things he praised
them and blessed them and said, “Increase and
multiply.” (Gen 1:28).

Let us observe that all the righteous have been adorned
with good works; and the Lord himself adorned himself
with good works and rejoiced.

Having therefore this pattern let us follow his will
without delay, let us work the work of righteousness
with all our strength.
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The good workman receives the bread of his labour
with boldness; the lazy and careless cannot look his
employer in the face.

Therefore we must be prompt in well-doing: for all
things are from him.

For he warns us: “Behold the Lord cometh, and his
reward is before his face, to pay to each according to his
work.” (Isa40:10; 62, 11; Prov 24:12; Rev 22:12).

He exhorts us therefore if we believe on him with our
whole heart not to be lazy or careless “in every good
work.” (Titus 3:1).

Let our glorying and confidence be in him; let us be
subject to his will; let us consider the whole multitude
of his angels, how they stand ready and minister to his
will.

For the Scripture says “Ten thousand times ten
thousand stood by him, and thou sand thousands
ministered to him, and they cried Holy, Holy, Holy is the
Lord of Sabaoth, the whole creation is full of his glory.”
(Isa 6:3).

Therefore, we too must gather together with concord in
our conscience and cry earnestly to him, as it were with
one mouth, that we may share in his great and glorious
promises,

for he says: “Eye hath not seen, and ear hath not heard,
and it hath not entered into the heart of man, what
things the Lord had prepared for them that wait for
him.” (1 Cor 2:9; cf Isa 64:3).

How blessed and wonderful, beloved, are the gifts of
God!

Life in immortality, splendour in righteousness, truth in
boldness, faith in confidence, continence in holiness:
and all these things are submitted to our
understanding.

What, then, are the things which are being prepared for
those who wait for him? The Creator and Father of the
ages, the All-holy one, himself knows their greatness
and beauty.

Let us then strive to be found among the number of
those that wait, that we may receive a share of the
promised gifts.

But how shall this be, beloved? If our understanding be
fixed faithfully on God; if we seek the things which are
well-pleasing and acceptable to him; if we fulfil the
things which are in harmony with his faultless will, and
follow the way of truth, casting away from ourselves all
iniquity and wickedness, covetousness, strife, malice
and fraud, gossiping and evil speaking, hatred of God,
pride and arrogance, vain-glory and inhospitality.
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For those who do these things are hateful to God, and
“not only those who do them, but also those who take
pleasure in them.”

For the Scripture says: “But to the sinner said God:
Wherefore dost thou declare my ordinances, and takest
my covenant in thy mouth?”

“Thou hast hated instruction, and cast my words behind
thee. If thou sawest a thief thou didst run with him, and
thou didst make thy portion with the adulterers. Thy
mouth hath multiplied iniquity, and thy tongue did
weave deceit. Thou didst sit to speak evil against thy
brother, and thou didst lay a stumbling-block in the way
of thy mother’s son.”

“Thou hast done these things and I kept silent; thou
didst suppose, O wicked one, that I shall be like unto
thee.”

“I will reprove thee and set thyself before thy face.”

“Understand then these things, ye who forget God, lest
he seize you as doth a lion, and there be none to
deliver.”

“The sacrifice of praise shall glorify me, and thereinis a
way in which I will show to him the salvation of God.”
(LXX: Ps 49:16-23).

This is the way, beloved, in which we found our
salvation, Jesus Christ, the high priest of our offerings,
the defender and helper of our weakness.

Through him we fix our gaze on the heights of heaven,
through him we see the reflection of his faultless and
lofty countenance, through him the eyes of our hearts
were opened, through him our foolish and darkened
understanding blossoms towards the light, through him
the Master willed that we should taste the immortal
knowledge; “who, being the brightness of his majesty is
by so much greater than angels as he hath inherited a
more excellent name.” (Heb 1:3-4).

For it is written thus “Who maketh his angels spirits,
and his ministers a flame of fire.” (LXX: Ps 103:4).

But of his son the Master said thus “Thou art my son: to-
day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I will give thee
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the ends of the
earth for thy possession.” (LXX: Ps 2:7-8).

And again he says to him “Sit thou on my right hand
until I make thine enemies a footstool of thy feet.” (LXX:
Ps 109:1).

Who then are the enemies? Those who are wicked and

oppose his will.

Let us then serve in our army, brethren, with all
earnestness, following his faultless commands.
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Let us consider those who serve our generals, with
what good order, habitual readiness, and
submissiveness they perform their commands.

Not all are prefects, nor tribunes, nor centurions, nor in
charge of fifty men, or the like, but each carries out in
his own rank the commands of the emperor and of the
generals.

The great cannot exist without the small, nor the small
without the great; there is a certain mixture among all,
and herein lies the advantage.

Let us take our body; the head is nothing without the
feet, likewise the feet are nothing with out the head; the
smallest members of our body are necessary and
valuable to the whole body, but all work together and
are united in a common subjection to preserve the
whole body. (cf 1 Cor 12:12-31; Rom 12:4).

Let, therefore, our whole body be preserved in Christ
Jesus, and let each be subject to his neighbour,
according to the position granted to him.

Let the strong care for the weak and let the weak
reverence the strong. Let the rich man bestow help on
the poor and let the poor give thanks to God, that he
gave him one to supply his needs; let the wise manifest
his wisdom not in words but in good deeds; let him who
is humble-minded not testify to his own humility, but
let him leave it to others to bear him witness; let not
him who is pure in the flesh be boastful, knowing that it
is another who bestows on him his continence.

Let us consider, then, brethren, of what matter we were
formed, who we are, and with what nature we came
into the world, and how he who formed and created us
brought us into his world from the darkness of a grave,
and prepared his benefits for us before we were born.

Since, therefore, we have everything from him we ought
in everything to give him thanks, to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

Foolish, imprudent, silly, and uninstructed men mock
and deride us, wishing to exalt themselves in their own
conceits.

For what can mortal man do, or what is the strength of
him who is a child of earth?

For itis written “There was no shape before mine eyes,
butI heard a sound and a voice.”

“What then? Shall a mortal be pure before the Lord? Or
shall a man be blameless in his deeds, seeing that he
believeth not in his servants, and hath noted perversity
in his angels?”

“Yea, the heaven is not pure before him. Away then, ye
who inhabit houses of clay, of which, even of the same
clay, we ourselves were made. He smote them as a
moth, and from morning until evening they do not



amo mpwibev Ewg Eomépag oUk Tt eloiv AP TO Un)
SvvacBatl adtovg eautols fondijoat dmwAovTo.

éveionoev alTolG, Kal éTelevTnoay Tapd To pr €xew
adtovg copiav.

émdAeoal 8¢, €l tig ool Umakovoetay, 1 €l Twa dyiwv
ayyéAwv 6ym- kal yap d@pova avatpel opyn,
memAavnpévov 8¢ Bavatot {fjAog.

£y 8¢ Enpaka Aepovag pilag BaArovtag, GAN" eG0EwS

2 ’ )

£BpwON adT®V N Siatta.

TOppw YEvovTo ot viol adTt®V Ao cwtnpiag:
koAaBplobeinoav émi OVpais Nocdvwy, kKai oUk éotal O
£Eapovpevog: & yap ékeivolg ftoipaotal, Sikatot
£8ovtal, avtol 8¢ £k kak®v ovk é€aipeTol EcovTal.

Chapter 40

Mpo&HAwv oDV LIV BVTWwV TOUTWV, Kol EYKEKVQOTES £ig
Ta Badn g Belag yvmoews, mévta TdeL TOLETY
O@eidopey, 60 6 Se0TIOTNG ETILTEAETV £KEAEVOEV KATX
KOLPOUG TETAYUEVOUG.

TGS TE TPOOPOPAS Kal Aettovpyiag émtedelodat, kail
oUK ikfj fj dTaxTtws ékéAevoey yiveaBat, AN
MPLOREVOLS KALPOTS KAl DPALG.

oD T Kai 81 Tivwv émitedeloBat BEAeL, alTOG DpLoey
Tfj vmepTdTw adtod PovArioey, v’ dciwg mavTa
ywopeva év ebdokroet evmpdodekta £in TG BeApatt
atod.

o1 00V ToTG TPOOTETAYEVOLG KALPOTS TTOLOTVTEG TG
TPOOPOPAS ATV EVTIPOGSEKTOL TE Kl pakdplot ToTg
Yap vopipotg tob SeomdTou dkoAouBoBvTeG 0V
Stapaptdvouvotv.

T® yap apxlepel i Aettovpylat Sedopéval eiotv, kat
T01s lepebouy {6106 0 TOTOG TpooTéTaKTAL, Kl AgviTalg
o Stacoviat émikewtar 0 Aaikdg &vBpwtog Tolg
Aaikoig TpooTaypacly S€SeTal.

Chapter 41

“Exaotog Nudv, ddeAgol, év T i8lw taypatt
evaploteitw 1§ Bed év ayadf) ovveldoel UTTAPX WV, U
mapekBaivwv TOV wpLopévov Tiig Aettovpylag ahtod
Kavova, &v OEUVOTNTL

0¥ mavtaxod, adeA@ol, Tpoo@épovtat Buoiat
évBedexiopo 1) OGOV ) Tiepl apaptiag katl
mAnppeleiag, GAN 1j év lepovoadnp povn- kakel & ovk
£V TaVTL TOTI Tpoo@EpeTal GAA” éumpoaBev Tod vaoD
TPOG TO BuoLoTHPLOV, LWUOOKOTOEY TO
TPOCPEPOEVOV SLA TOD APYLEPEWS KAl TV
TIPOELPTUEVV AELTOUPYRDV.

ol o0V mapd TO kabijkov Tiig PouAoEws AV TOD

TOLOUVTEG TL B&vaTov TO TTpdaTiHoV £xouaty.

opate, adeApol- 60w TAioVoG KATNELWONEY YVDOEWS,
Too0UT PaAlov vTokeipeda kvEUvw.

Chapter 42

26

endure; they perished, without being able to help
themselves.”

“He breathed on them and they died because they had
no wisdom.”

“But call now, if any shall answer thee, or if thou shalt
see any of the holy angels; for wrath destroys the
foolish, and envy puts to death him that is in error.”

“I have seen the foolish taking root, but t heir habitation
was presently consumed.”

“Let their sons be far from safety; let them be mocked in
the gates of those less than they, with none to deliver;
for what was prepared for them the righteous shall eat,
and they themselves shall not be delivered from evil.”
(Job 4:16 - 5:5).

Since then these things are manifest to us, and we have
looked into the depths of the divine knowledge, we
ought to do in order all things which the Master
commanded us to perform at appointed times.

He commanded us to celebrate sacrifices and services,
and that it should not be thoughtlessly or disorderly,
but at fixed times and hours.

He has himself fixed by his supreme will the places and
persons whom he desires for these celebrations, in
order that all things may be done piously according to
his good pleasure, and be acceptable to his will.

So then those who offer their oblations at the appointed
seasons are acceptable and blessed, for they follow the
laws of the Master and do no sin.

For to the High Priest his proper ministrations are
allotted, and to the priests the proper place has been
appointed, and on Levites their proper services have
been imposed. The layman is bound by the ordinances
for the laity.

Let each one of us, brethren, be well pleasing to God in
his own rank, and have a good conscience, not
transgressing the appointed rules of his ministration,
with, all reverence.

Not in every place, my brethren, are the daily sacrifices
offered or the free-will offerings, or the sin-offerings
and trespass-offerings, but only in Jerusalem; and there
also the offering is not made in every place, but before
the shrine, at the altar, and the offering is first inspected
by the High Priest and the ministers already mentioned.

Those therefore who do any thing contrary to that
which is agreeable to his will suffer the penalty of
death.

You see, brethren, that the more knowledge we have
been entrusted with, the greater risk do we incur.
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The Apostles received the Gospel for us from the Lord
Jesus Christ, Jesus the Christ was sent from God.

The Christ therefore is from God and the Apostles from
the Christ. In both ways, then, they were in accordance
with the appointed order of God’s will.

Having therefore received their commands, and being
fully assured by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and with faith confirmed by the word of God,
they went forth in the assurance of the Holy Spirit
preaching the good news that the Kingdom of God is
coming,.

They preached from district to district, and from city to
city, and they appointed their first converts, testing
them by the Spirit, to be bishops and deacons of the
future believers.

And this was no new method, for many years before
had bishops and Jeacons been written of; for the
scripture says thus in one place “I will establish their
bishops in righteousness, and their deacons in faith.”
(Isa 60:17).

And what wonder is it if those who were in Christ, and
were entrusted by God with such a duty, established
those who have been mentioned? Since the blessed
Moses also “A faithful servant in all his house “noted
down in the sacred books all the injunctions which
were given him; and the other prophets followed him,
bearing witness with him to the laws which he had
given.

For when jealousy arose concerning the priesthood, and
the tribes were quarrelling as to which of them was
adorned with that glorious title, Moses himself
commanded the rulers of the twelve tribes to bring him
rods, with the name of a tribe written on each; and he
took them, and bound them, and sealed them with the
rings of the rulers of the tribes, and put them away in
the Tabernacle of Testimony on the table of God.

And he shut the Tabernacle, and sealed the keys, as he
had done with the rods,

and he said to them, “Brethren, of whichsoever tribe the
rod shall bud, this has God chosen for his priesthood
and ministry.”

And when it was daylight he called together all Israel,
six hundred thousand men, and showed the seals to the
rulers of the tribes, and opened the Tabernacle of
Testimony, and took forth the rods, and the rod of
Aaron was found not only to have budded, but also to
be bearing fruit.

What do you think, beloved? That Moses did not know
be forehand that this was going to happen? Assuredly
he knew, but he acted thus that there should be no
disorder in Israel, to glorify the name of the true and
only God, to whom be the glory for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Our Apostles also knew through our Lord Jesus Christ
that there would be strife for the title of bishop.

For this cause, therefore, since they had received
perfect foreknowledge, they appointed those who have
been already mentioned, and afterwards added the
codicil that if they should fall asleep, other approved
men should succeed to their ministry.

We consider therefore that it is not just to remove from
their ministry those who were appointed by them, or
later on by other eminent men, with the consent of the
whole Church, and have ministered to the flock of Christ
without blame, humbly, peaceably, and disinterestedly,
and for many years have received a universally
favourable testimony.

For our sin is not small, if we eject from the episcopate
those who have blamelessly and holily offered its
sacrifices.

Blessed are those Presbyters who finished their course
before now, and have obtained a fruitful and perfect
release in the ripeness of completed work, for they have
now no fear that any shall move them from the place
appointed to them.

For we see that in spite of their good service you have
removed some from the ministry which they fulfilled
blamelessly.

You are contentious, brethren, and zealous for the
things which lead to salvation.

You have studied the Holy Scriptures, which are true,
and given by the Holy Spirit.

You know that nothing unjust or counterfeit is written
in them. You will not find that the righteous have been
cast out by holy men.

The righteous were persecuted; but it was by the
wicked. They were put in prison; but it was by the
unholy. They were stoned by law-breakers, they were
killed by men who had conceived foul and unrighteous
envy.

These things they suffered, and gained glory by their
endurance.

For what shall we say, brethren? Was Daniel cast into
the lions’ den by those who feared God?

Or were Ananias, Azarias, and Misael shut up in the
fiery furnace by those who ministered to the great and
glorious worship of the Most High? God forbid that this
be so. Who then were they who did these things?
Hateful men, full of all iniquity, were roused to such a
pitch of fury, that they inflicted torture on those who
served God with a holy and faultless purpose, not
knowing that the Most High is the defender and
protector of those who serve his excellent name with a
pure conscience, to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen.
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But they who endured in confidence obtained the
inheritance of glory and honour; they were exalted, and
were enrolled by God in his memorial for ever and ever.
Amen.
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We also, brethren, must therefore cleave to such
examples.

For it is written, “Cleave to the holy, for they who cleave
to them shall be made holy.”

And again in another place it says, “With the innocent
man thou shalt be innocent, and with the elect man
thou shalt be elect, and with the perverse man thou
shalt do perversely.” (LXX: Ps 17:26-27).

Let us then cleave to the innocent and righteous, for
these are God'’s elect.

Why are there strife and passion and divisions and
schisms and war among you?

Or have we not one God, and one Christ, and one Spirit
of grace poured out upon us? And is there not one
calling in Christ?

Why do we divide and tear asunder the members of
Christ, and raise up strife against our own body, and
reach such a pitch of madness as to forget that we are
members one of another? Remember the words of the
Lord Jesus;

for he said, “Woe unto that man: it were good for him if
he had not been born, than that he should offend one of
my elect; it were better for him that a millstone be hung
on him, and he be cast into the sea, than that he should
turn aside one of my elect.” (Mt 26:24; Lk 17:2).

Your schism has turned aside many, has cast many into
discouragement, many to doubt, all of us to grief; and
your sedition continues
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Take up the epistle of the blessed Paul the Apostle.

What did he first write to you at the beginning of his
preaching?

With true inspiration he charged you concerning
himself and Cephas and Apollos, because even then you
had made your selves partisans.

But that partisanship entailed less guilt on you; for you
were partisans of Apostles of high reputation, and of a
man approved by them.

But now consider who they are who have perverted
you, and have lessened the respect due to your famous
love for the brethren.

It is a shameful report, beloved, extremely shameful,
and unworthy of your training in Christ, that on account
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of one or two persons the steadfast and ancient church
of the Corinthians is being disloyal to the presbyters.

And this report has not only reached us, but also those
who dissent from us, so that you bring blasphemy on
the name of the Lord through your folly, and are
moreover creating danger for yourselves.

Let us then quickly put an end to this, and let us fall
down before the Master, and beseech him with tears
that he may have mercy upon us, and be reconciled to
us, and restore us to our holy and seemly practice of
love for the brethren.

For this is the gate of righteousness which opens on to
life, as it is written “Open me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter into them and praise the Lord;”

“this is the gate of the Lord, the righteous shall enter in
by it.” (LXX: Ps 117:19-20).

So then of the many gates which are opened, that which
is in righteousness is the one in Christ, in which are
blessed all who enter and make straight their way “in
holiness and righteousness” (Lk 1:75), accomplishing
all things without disorder.

Let a man be faithful, let him have power to utter
“Knowledge,” let him be wise in the discernment of
arguments, let him be pure in his deeds;

for the more he seems to be great, the more ought he to
be humble-minded, and to seek the common good of all
and not his own benefit.

Let him who has love in Christ perform the
commandments of Christ.

Who is able to explain the bond of the love of God?

Who is sufficient to tell the greatness of its beauty?
The height to which love lifts us is not to be expressed.

Love unites us to God. “Love covereth a multitude of
sins.” (1 Pet 4:8) Love beareth all things, is long-
suffering in all things. There is nothing base, nothing
haughty in love; love admits no schism, love makes no
sedition, love does all things in concord. In love were all
the elect of God made perfect. Without love is nothing
well pleasing to God.

In love did the Master receive us; for the sake of the
love which he had towards us did Jesus Christ our Lord
give his blood by the will of God for us, and his flesh for
our flesh, and his soul for our souls.”

See, beloved, how great and wonderful is love, and that
of its perfection there is no expression.
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Who is able to be found in it save those to whom God
grants it? Let us then beg and pray of his mercy that we
may be found in love, without human partisanship, free
from blame.

All the generations from Adam until this day have
passed away; but those who were perfected in love by
the grace of God have a place among the pious who
shall be made manifest at the visitation of the Kingdom
of Christ.

For it is written, “Enter into thy chambers for a very
little while, until my wrath and fury pass away, and I
will remember a good day, and will raise you up out of
your graves.” (Isa 26:20; Ezek 37:12).

Blessed are we, beloved, if we perform the
commandments of God in the concord of love, that
through love our sins may be forgiven.

For itis written “Blessed are they whose iniquities are
forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the
man whose sin the Lord will not reckon, and in whose
mouth is no guile.” (LXX: Ps 31:1,2) !

This blessing was given to those who have been chosen
by God through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom be the
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Let us then pray that for our transgressions, and for
what we have done through any attacks of the
adversary, forgiveness may be granted to us. And those
also who were the leaders of sedition and disagreement
are bound to consider the common hope.

For those who live in fear and love are willing to suffer
torture themselves rather than their neighbours, and
they suffer the blame of themselves, rather than that of
our tradition of noble and righteous harmony,

for it is better for man to con fess his transgressions
than to harden his heart, even as the heart of those was
hardened who rebelled against God’s servant Moses,
and their condemnation was made manifest,

for “they went down into Hades alive” (Num 16:33) and
“death shall be their shepherd.”

Pharaoh and his army and all the rulers of Egypt, “the
chariots and their riders,” were sunk in the Red Sea, and
perished for no other cause than that their foolish
hearts were hardened, after that signs and wonders had
been wrought in the land of Egypt by God’s servant
Moses.

The Master, brethren, is in need of nothing: he asks
nothing of anyone, save that confession be made to him.

For David the chosen says: - "I will confess to the Lord,
and it shall please him more than a young calf that
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grows horns and hoofs: let the poor see it and be glad.”
(LXX: Ps 68:31-33).

And again he says “Sacrifice to God a sacrifice of praise,
and pay to the Highest thy vows; and call upon me in
the day of thy affliction, and I will deliver thee and thou
shalt glorify me. (LXX: Ps 49:14,15).

For the sacrifice of God is a broken spirit” (LXX: Ps
50:19).

For you have understanding, you have a good
understanding of the sacred Scriptures, beloved, and
you have studied the oracles of God. Therefore we write
these things to remind you.

For when Moses went up into the mountain, and passed
forty days and forty nights in fasting and humiliation,
God said to him: “Go down hence quickly, for thy
people, whom thou didst bring out of the land of Egypt,
have committed iniquity; they have quickly gone aside
out of the way which thou didst command them; they
have made themselves molten images.” (Deut 9:12).

And the Lord said to him: “I have spoken to thee once
and twice, saying, | have seen this people, and behold it
is stiffnecked; suffer me to destroy them, and I will wipe
out their name from under heaven, and thee will  make
into a nation great and wonderful and much more than
this.” (Deut 9:13-14).

And Moses said, “Not so, Lord; pardon the sin of this
people, or blot me also out of the book of the living.” (Ex
32:32).

O great love! O unsurpassable perfection! The servantis
bold with the Lord, he asks forgiveness for the people,
or begs that he himself may be blotted out together
with them.

Who then among you is noble, who is compassionate,
who is filled with love?

Let him cry: “If sedition and strife and divisions have
arisen on my account, I will depart, I will go away
whithersoever you will, and I will obey the commands
of the people; only let the flock of Christ have peace
with the presbyters set over it.”

He who does this will win for himself great glory in
Christ, and every place will receive him, for “the earth is
the Lord s, and the fullness of it.” (LXX: Ps 23:1).

This has been in the past, and will be in the future, the
conduct of those who live without regrets as citizens in
the city of God.

Let us also bring forward examples from the heathen.
Many kings and rulers, when a time of pestilence has
set in, have followed the counsel of oracles, and given
themselves up to death, that they might rescue their
subjects through their own blood. Many have gone
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away from their own cities, that sedition might have an
end.

We know that many among ourselves have given
themselves to bondage that they might ransom others.
Many have delivered themselves to slavery, and
provided food for others with the price they received
for themselves.

Many women have received power through the grace of
God and have performed many deeds of manly valour.

The blessed Judith, when her city was besieged, asked
the elders to suffer her to go out into the camp of the
strangers.

So she gave herself up to danger, and went forth for
love of her country and her people in their siege, and
the Lord delivered over Holofernes by the hand of a
woman.

Not less did Esther also, who was perfect in faith,
deliver herself to danger, that she might rescue the
nation of Israel from the destruction that awaited it; for
with fasting and humiliation she besought the all-seeing
Master of the Ages, and he saw the meekness of her
soul, and rescued the people for whose sake she had
faced peril.

Let then us also intercede for those who have fallen into
any transgression, that meekness and humility be given
to them, that they may submit, not to us, but to the will
of God; for so will they have fruitful and perfect
remembrance before God and the saints, and find
compassion.

Let us receive correction, which none should take
amiss, beloved. The admonition which we make one to
another is good and beyond measure helpful, for it
unites us to the will of God.

For the holy word says thus: “With chastisement did the
Lord chastise me, and he delivered me not over unto
death;” (LXX: Ps 117:18)

“for whom the Lord loves he chastens, and scourges
every son whom he receives.” (Prov 3:12).

“For,” he says, “the righteous shall chasten me with
mercy, and reprove me, but let not the oil of sinners
anoint my head.” (LXX Ps 140:5).

And again he says “Blessed is the man whom the Lord
did reprove; and reject not thou the admonition of the
Almighty, for he makes to suffer pain and again he
restores;”

“he wounded, and his hands healed.”

“Six times shall he deliver thee from troubles, and the
seventh time evil shall not touch thee.”

“In famine he shall rescue thee from death, and in war
he shall free thee from the hand of the sword.”
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“And he shall hide thee from the scourge of the tongue
and thou shalt not fear when evils approach.”

“Thou shalt laugh at the unrighteous and wicked, and
thou shalt not be afraid of wild beasts;”

“for wild beasts shall be at peace with thee.”

“Then thou shalt know that thy house shall have peace,
and the habitation of thy tabernacle shall not fail.”

“And thou shalt know that thy seed shall be many and
thy children like the herb of the field.”

“And thou shalt come to the grave like ripened corn that
is harvested in its due season, or like a heap on the
threshing-floor which is gathered together at the
appointed time.” (Job 5:17-26).

You see, beloved, how great is the protection given to
those that are chastened by the Master, for he is a good
father and chastens us that we may obtain mercy
through his holy chastisement.

You therefore, who laid the foundation of the sedition,
submit to the presbyters, and receive the correction of
repentance, bending the knees of your hearts.

Learn to be submissive, putting aside the boastful and
the haughty self-confidence of your tongue, for it is
better for you to be found small but honourable in the
flock of Christ, than to be preeminent in repute but to
be cast out from his hope.

For “the excellent wisdom” says thus:— “Behold I will
bring forth to you the words of my spirit,”

“and I will teach you my speech, since I called and ye
did not obey, and I put forth my words and ye did not
attend, but made my counsels of no effect, and
disobeyed my reproofs; therefore will I also laugh at
your ruin, and I will rejoice when destruction comes
upon you, and when sudden confusion overtakes you
and catastrophe cometh as a storm, or when
persecution or siege comes upon you.”

“For it shall come to pass when ye call upon me, I will
not hear you. The evil shall seek me and they shall not
find me. For they hated wisdom and they chose not the
fear of the Lord, neither would they attend to my
counsels but mocked my reproofs.”

“Therefore shall they eat the fruits of their own way,
and shall be filled with their own wickedness;”

“for because they wronged the innocent they shall be
put to death, and inquisition shall destroy the wicked.
But he who heareth me shall tabernacle with
confidence in his hope, and shall be in rest with no fear
of any evil.” (Prov 1:23-33).

Let us then be obedient to his most holy and glorious
name, and escape the threats which have been spoken
by wisdom aforetime to the disobedient, that we may
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tabernacle in confidence on the most sacred name of his
majesty.

Receive our counsel, and there shall be nothing far you
to regret, for as God lives and as the Lord Jesus Christ
lives and the Holy Spirit, the faith and hope of the elect,
he who with lowliness of mind and eager gentleness has
without backsliding performed the decrees and
commandments given by God shall be enrolled and
chosen in the number of those who are saved through
Jesus Christ, through whom is to him the glory for ever
and ever. Amen.

But if some be disobedient to the words which have
been spoken by him through us, let them know that
they will entangle themselves in transgression and no
little danger;

but we shall be innocent of this sin, and will pray with
eager entreaty and supplication that the Creator of the
Universe may guard unhurt the number of his elect that
has been numbered in all the world through his beloved
child Jesus Christ, through whom he called us from
darkness to light, from ignorance to the full knowledge
of the glory of his name.

Grant us to hope on thy name, the source of all creation,
open the eyes of our heart to know thee, that “thou
alone art the highest in the highest and remainest holy
among the holy” (Isa 57:15). “Thou dost humble the
pride of the haughty” (Isa 13:11), “thou dost destroy the
imaginings of nations, thou dost raise up the humble
and abase the lofty” (Job 5:11), “thou makest rich and
makest poor” (1 Sam 2:7), “thou dost slay and make
alive” (Deut 32:39), thou alone art the finder of “spirits
and art God of all flesh” (Num 16:22; 27:16), thou dost
look on the abysses” (Dan 3:55), thou seest into the
works of man, “thou art the helper of those in danger,
“the saviour of those in despair” (Jdt 9:11), the creator
and watcher over every spirit; thou dost multiply
nations upon earth and hast chosen out from them all
those that love thee through Jesus Christ thy beloved
child, and through him hast thou taught us, made us
holy, and brought us to honour.

We beseech thee, Master, to be our “help and succour.”
(LXX: Ps 118:114) Save those of us who are in affliction,
have mercy on the lowly, raise the fallen, show thyself
to those in need, heal the sick, turn again the wanderers
of thy people, feed the hungry, ransom our prisoners,
raise up the weak, comfort the faint-hearted; let all
“nations know thee, that thou art God alone,” (1 Kings
8:60) and that Jesus Christ is thy child, and that “we are
thy people and the sheep of thy pasture.” (LXX: Ps
78:13)

For thou through thy operations didst make manifest
the eternal fabric of the world; thou, Lord, didst create
the earth. Thou that art faithful in all generations,
righteous in judgment, wonderful in strength and
majesty, wise in thy creation, and prudent in
establishing thy works, good in the things which are
seen, and gracious among those that trust in thee, O



oiktippov, Aeeg MUY Tag dvopiag udv kal tag ddkiog
Kal Td Tapantopata kol TAnppeleiag.

un Aoyion maoav apaptiav §oVAwv cov kal TaSLoK®DY,
GAAG KaBdpLoov UdS TOV Kabaplopov Tiis ofig
aAnBeiag, kal katevBuvov T StafRuata UV év
ooloTTLKApSiag TpoevesOHal Kal TOLE T KaAd Kail
€0ApESTA EVMOTILOV GOV Kal EVAOTILOV TAV APXOVTWV
NUGOV.

vai, 8éomota, Emigavov 0 TPOcWTOV Gou €@’ UGS ig
GyaBa év eiprivy, €ig T0 okemacHijval Nuag tf) xewpi cov
T} kpatoud kat puodijvat o maong dpaptiog Td
Bpaxiovi cov t@ VYNAD, kat pUoat Hpdg &mo TV
WOoOVVTWY NUES A8IKWG.

806 opodvolav kal eiprivnv UV te Kal Tdow toig
KATtowKoUow TV yijv, Kabwg £8wkag Tolg Tatpdow
MUV, ETKAAOVHEVWV 0€ QUTOV 00iwG £v TioTEL Kal
GAnBeiq, [MoTte 00 lecBaL udg] VTTNKOOUGS Yvouévoug
¢ Tavtokp&topt kal év8oEw ovopati oov, Tolg Te
GpYoVoV KAl YOUHEVOLG UGV ETTL TR G Y6,

Chapter 61

20, Seomdta, E8wkag TV £€ovoiav Tiig Baoheiag avToTg
81 tol peyalompemodis kat GvekSmyntov kpdToug cov,
€i¢ TO Yvaokovtag Nudg v U 600 avTolg Sedopévnv
86&av kai Tyunv voTdooeaBaL AVTOTG, UNdEv
£vavtlovpévoug T B uati cou- oig 86¢, kUpLe,
Uyielav, gipfvny, dpovolay, ebotdbelav, €ig TO SiEmew
a0ToVG TV UTIO 600 Sedopévnv aVTOTG iyepoviav
ATPOOKOTIWG,.

oL yap, 8éomota émoupdvie, Baohel T@V aidvwy,
§id6w¢ ToTg LioTg TdOV GvBp®OTWY §6Eav Kal TNV Kai
£Eovoiav TdV £l TiiG Yijg Umapyovtwv- o¥, kipLe,
StevBuvov TV BouArv TGOV KATd TO KAAOV Kai
e0dpeoTov EvTOV ooV, OTIwG Stémovteg év eiprvn kal
Tpai N TL EVEERDG THV UTIO 00T AVTOTG SeSopévnv
¢Eovoiav ew oov TVYXAVWOLY.

0 HOVOG SUVATOG TIo oAl TADTA KAl TTEPLOCOTEPX
ayabd ped’ Nuav, oot £goporoyovpeba St Tod
ApXLEPEWS KAl TTPOOTATOV TGOV Yux@®dV UV Incod
XploTod, 8t 00 oot 1} 86Ea kai 1y peyadwohvn kai visv
Kal elg yeveav yeve®dv Kal €i¢ TOUG ai@dvag TV almdvwy.
Aunv.

Chapter 62

[epl pév t@v dvnidvtwv tf] Bpnokeiq udv kai TV
OPEMPWTATWYV £lG évapeTov Blov Tolg BEAoVOLY

e00eB MG Kkal Sikalwg SlevBiveL, tkavd émeateilapey
VU, &dvdpeg adeApol.

Teplydp mioTews Kal peTapoiag kai yvnolag ayanng
Kal éykpateiag kat cw@pooivng kal UTopof|g Tavta
TOTOV EYNAA@NOAEY, DTTOULUVIIOKOVTEG SETV DAG €V
Sikatoovvy kal dAnBeia kal pakpobupio TG
TIAVTOKPATOPL BE® O0iwG eVapeTTELY, OpovooTVTaG
AUV OLKAKWG £V QY AT Kal eiprivy HeTa EkTeEVODG
émekeliag, kKabmg kat ol TpodednAwpévol Tatépeg
MUV EVNPECTNOAV TATIEVOQEPOVODVTES TA TTPOG TOV
Tatépa kal ktiotv Bedv: kal Tdvtag dvOpmmoug.

36

“merciful and compassionate,” (Joel 2:13) forgive us our
iniquities and unrighteousness, and transgressions, and
shortcomings.

Reckon not every sin of thy servants and handmaids,
but cleanse us with the cleansing of thy truth, and
“guide our steps“ (LXX: Ps 118:133) “to walk in holiness
of heart (1 Kings 9:4), to do the things which are good
and pleasing before thee and before our rulers.

Yea, Lord, “make thy face to shine upon us” (LXX: Ps
66:2) in peace “for our good” (Jer 21:10) that “we may
be sheltered by thy mighty hand” (cfIsa 51:16), and
delivered from all sin by “thy uplifted arm,” (cf Deut
4:34) and deliver us from them that hate us wrongfully.

Give concord and peace to us and to all that dwell on
the earth, as thou didst give to our fathers who “called
on thee in holiness” (LXX: Ps 144:18) “with faith and
truth” (1 Tim 2:7), and grant that we may be obedient
to thy almighty and glorious name, and to our rulers
and governors upon the earth.

Thou, Master, hast given the power of sovereignty to
them through thy excellent and inexpressible might,
that we may know the glory and honour given to them
by thee, and be subject to them, in nothing resisting thy
will. And to them, Lord, grant health, peace, concord,
firmness that they may administer the government
which thou hast given them without offence.

For thou, heavenly Master, king of eternity, hast given
to the sons of men glory and honour and power over
the things which are on the earth; do thou, O Lord,
direct their counsels according to that which is “good
and pleasing” (Deut 13:18) before thee, that they may
administer with piety in peace and gentleness the
power given to them by thee, and may find mercy in
thine eyes.

0 thou who alone art able to do these things and far
better things for us, we praise thee through Jesus Christ,
the high priest and guardian of our souls, through
whom be glory and majesty to thee, both now and for
all generations and for ever and ever. Amen.

We have now written to you, brethren, sufficiently
touching the things which befit our worship, and are
most helpful for a virtuous life to those who wish to
guide their steps in piety and righteousness.

For we have touched on every aspect of faith and
repentance and true love and self-control and sobriety
and patience, and reminded you that you are bound to
please almighty God with holiness in righteousness and
truth and long-suffering, and to live in concord, bearing
no malice, in love and peace with eager gentleness, even
as our fathers, whose example we quoted, were well-
pleasing in their humility towards God, the Father and
Creator, and towards all men.
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And we had the more pleasure in reminding you of this,
because we knew quite well that we were writing to
men who were faithful and distinguished and had
studied the oracles of the teaching of God.

It is therefore right that we should respect so many and
so great examples, and bow the neck, and take up the
position of obedience, so that ceasing from vain sedition
we may gain without any fault the goal set before us in
truth.

For you will give us joy and gladness, if you are
obedient to the things which we have written through
the Holy Spirit, and root out the wicked passion of your
jealousy according to the entreaty for peace and
concord which we have made in this letter.

And we have sent faithful and prudent men, who have
lived among us without blame from youth to old age,
and they shall be witnesses between you and us.

We have done this that you may know that our whole
care has been and is directed to your speedy attainment
of peace.

Now may God, the all-seeing, and the “master of spirits,
and the Lord of all flesh” (Num 16:22; 27:16), who
chose out the Lord Jesus Christ, and us through him for
“a peculiar people,” give unto every soul that is called
after his glorious and holy name, faith, fear, peace,
patience and long-suffering, self-control, purity,
sobriety, that they may be well-pleasing to his name
through our high priest and guardian Jesus Christ,
through whom be to him glory and majesty, might and
honour, both now and to all eternity. Amen.

Send back quickly to us our messengers Claudius
Ephebus and Valerius Vito and Fortunatus, in peace
with gladness, in order that they may report the sooner
the peace and concord which we pray for and desire,
that we also may the more speedily rejoice in your good
order.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you and with
all, in every place, who have been called by God through
him, through whom be to him glory, honour, power and
greatness and eternal dominion, from eternity to
eternity. Amen. The Epistle of the Romans to the
Corinthians.



